
Planning and Construction Working Hours Process of Review - Effective May 2020

START

Are there planning conditions 
restricting/limiting site construction 
hours or requiring agreement of a 

Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP) or similar?

No

There is no requirement to agree extended construction 
working hours with the Local Planning Authority. However, 

please bear in mind the potential impact on any nearby 
residential properties if working later in the evening which 

could give rise to complaints of noise nuisance. Noise 
complaints are managed by the Council's Environmental 

Protection Team.

Yes

 Are modest or short-term changes 
to construction working hours 

proposed (i.e.minor increases in 
working hours to ensure safe 

working in line with social distancing 
guidelines over a short timeframe)?

Yes

Modest or short-term changes to construction working 
hours can usually be agreed through exchange of letter. 
Please set out details of the site address and relevant planning 

permission and condition you seek to amend. Please set out the 
changes you intend to make to construction hours, the 

proposed duration and indicate what activities are expected to 
take place in these extended hours. Where a Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) has been previously 
provided and agreed, it is likely that we may require an update 

to this document dependent on the extent and duration of 
changes proposed.

Consultation 
required?

We may consult the 
Environmental Protection 
Team for guidance when 

considering such requests.

Outcome

We will notify you in writing of our 
decision usually within 10 working days 
where possible. The informal request to 

modest or short-term changes any decision 
will be placed on the public file. Once the 

agreed extended period for short-term 
changes has passed, all previous conditions 
restricting hours of construction will apply 

unless a formal application to vary 
conditions is validly made or unless where 

alternative arrangements are agreed. 

Advice: We will usually 
inform the relevant 

District Ward 
Councillor(s) of any 
decision. We would 
strongly advise that 
applicant / agent / 

contractor seek to inform 
local residents of any 
noticeable changes to 
working hours to help 

avoid unnecessary 
complaint.

No

Long term or more significant 
changes to working hours are 

required
Yes

A formal application under Section 73 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 will be required to remove or 

amend an existing condition or conditions.                    
Please set out details of the site address and relevant planning 

permission and condition you seek to amend. Please set out the 
changes you intend to make to construction hours, the 

proposed duration and indicate what activities are expected to 
take place in these extended hours and the potential impacts. 

Where a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 
has been previously provided and agreed,  we will usually 

require an update to this document. Proposals subject to a S106 
Obligation will require either a new agreement or deed of 

variation.

Consultation 
required?

Section 73 applications 
are subject to normal 

planning consultation. In 
most cases we will consult 

the Environmental 
Protection Team for 

guidance when 
considering such requests.

Outcome

We will issue a formal decision usually 
within 8 or 13 weeks. Please allow time 
for any legal agreements to be prepared 

and signed before the decision can be 
issued.

Advice: We will usually 
inform the relevant 

District Ward 
Councillor(s) of any 
decision. We would 
strongly advise that 
applicant / agent / 

contractor seek to inform 
local residents of any 
noticeable changes to 
working hours to help 

avoid unnecessary 
complaint.

Unsure

If you are unsure whether proposed 
changes to construction working 

hours are modest or short-term or 
considered to be long term or more 
significant changes, please contact 

the Council for further advice before 
making any changes. We will 

endeavour to help where we can to 
point you in the right direction. 

Please ensure you provide as much 
information as you can about the 

changes you intend to make.  
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