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The World War 1 pillooxes were usually circular and
made of concrete blocks. It is thought that the
name ‘pillbox’ derives from their similarity to the
kind of circular cardboard box in which chemists of
the time supplied pills.

Pillboxes were not observation posts, but were
designed to protect British troops firing at the
invading force and were manned by regular troops.

The pillboxes had several openings, ‘loopholes’,
through which soldiers could fire at the enemy.
Most of them had steel shutters that could slide
down over the loopholes not being used, to keep
the enemy from firing back through them. They also
had thick steel doors to protect the soldiers.

In North Norfolk, there was a continuous line of
pillboxes along the coast from Cley to West
Runton, with possibly a WW1 pillbox further west at
Stiffkey on National Trust land, part of the Norfolk
Coast Path. This line was reinforced by a second
line just inland, between Holt and Aylmerton.
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line of pillboxes ran along the course of the River
. Several pillboxes survive on the upper Ant, with
coastal pillboxes at Mundesley, Bacton, Sea
nd Great Yarmouth.

e pillboxes were usually built in pairs to provide
mutual fire support. Surviving pairs at Bradfield,
Little London, White Horse Common and Thorpe
Market, are all.included on the trail.

1 pillboxes are located at Kelling,
esley, Bacton, Hanworth, and Spa
rth Walsham.

still being constructed as late as July
-seen in the graffiti written in the drying
concrete on the pillbox at Sea Palling, by the men of
the Royal Engineers who built it.

LATER USES

Some of these pillooxes were reused in the defence
schemes of the Second World War. At Little London
and Weybourne (part of the Muckleburgh Military
Collection), Second World War pillboxes can be
found beside their First World War predecessors, as
the same locations, like coastal points and river

crossings, were often chosen to be defended again.

For more information, activities and events visit
www.northnorfolk.org/\WWH1
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The Pillbox Trail forms part of North Norfolk’s
World War 1 Centenary Commemorations
2014 — 2018 and offers a unique opportunity to
visit and view many of the remaining WW1
pillboxes in North Norfolk.

REMEMBERING OUR PAST
AND SUPPORTING OUR FUTURE
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NORTH NORFOLK WW1 PILLBOX TRAIL CHALLENGE

Want something different to do? Why not combine a little bit of history with seeing some of the lovely North Norfolk Countryside?

Visit at least 10 of the Pillboxes in the trail and take a photo at each one.
Email the photos together with your name and postal address to ww1@north-norfolk.gov.uk in return we will send you a North Norfolk Pillbox Trail certificate.



