
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q. Will the scheme happen? 

A. The proposed scheme is still developing and requires a number of parties to commit to funding.  
The scheme also needs a number of consents and licences which will need to sought.  Arranging all 
these is ongoing. 

Q.  Will the scheme benefit communities further down drift? 

A. It is anticipated that the coast to the east of the placement will benefit as the sediment moves, 
over time, down the coast. 

Q. Will the placement of sand displace the sea and create increased pressures elsewhere? 

A. No, the North Sea is very large and the placement of sand will not increase sea levels elsewhere.  

Q. How does the scheme work? 

A. Beaches are the best and first form of defence.  A good, high gently sloping beach absorbs the 
energy of waves and protects cliffs and sea defences from damage.  By increasing the level of 
beaches the terminal assets can be protected and the life of the defences in front of the villages can 
be extended.  As the placed sand erodes from the terminal, much of it will move along the coast to 
continue to supplement the beaches of the villages. 

Q. Will the sand all wash away in one storm? 

A. No, the scheme has been designed and modelled with expert engineers.  It is expected that after 
placement beach levels will change quite quickly as the coast adjusts and the sediment settles.  
Beach levels will still fluctuate and in storm events, as would be expected, some sediment will be 
eroded.  Conversely during clement weather there will be more sand in the ‘system’ which will help 
rebuild beaches.  The placement at the Terminal is very large, a severe storm would not have the 
energy to remove all this sediment in one event.  The placement at Bacton and Walcott could be 
impacted in a large storm, but, new sediment will also have been released from the terminal which 
in turn will replenish these beaches during more clement weather. This is also confirmed by the 
monitoring of the Dutch Sand Engine, which went through the same December 2013 North Sea 
storm that caused flooding and erosion here. 

Q. Where will the sand come from? 

A. The sand will be extracted from an area offshore which is already licenced for extraction 
purposes. 

Q.  Does dredging cause coastal erosion? 

A. Coastal erosion has been happening on the Norfolk coast since the end of the last ice age, it is 
natural.  Locations where sediment is dredged are subject to licences which involve consents with 



environmental assessments.  This includes consideration as to if the operation will exacerbate 
coastal erosion.  The sediment for this scheme will come from one of these licenced sites, likely to be 
either off Great Yarmouth or Lincolnshire. 

Q. Surely dredged areas are filled in by the sea, where would that sand come from? 

A.  The dredge sites off Great Yarmouth are relic river beds, once dredged they do not fill in like 
holes in the beach, but over time they recolonise with marine species. 

Q.  How long would it take to place all the sand if the scheme happens? 

A.  It is estimated that the scheme would take approximately 3 – 4 months to construct. 

Q.  When would the sand be placed? 

A. If the scheme goes ahead, the sand would be placed as soon as possible.  If all goes well this could 
be late summer 2018, the next available date would be spring 2019.  It would need to be completed 
in the spring or summer to make use of good weather and calmer seas.  Once the scheme starts, the 
vessels delivering the sand would work every high tide, day and night. 

Q. Could the villages part of the scheme happen without the Terminal Protection Scheme? 

A. No. The combined scheme with the Terminal provides economies of scale and enables cost to be 
shared, reducing costs for the Villages part.  To date no other viable scheme has been identified for 
the villages. 

Q. How is it funded? 

The terminal protection will be funded by the terminal operators, not government.  The villages part 
of the scheme will need to be funded by a mix of funding sources, including, North Norfolk District 
Council, Regional Flood and Coast Committee, Environment Agency and DEFRA.  The terminal 
operators are also willing to consider filling funding gaps (within reason).  We are continuing to 
identify other funding sources including an approach to the Local Enterprise Partnership. 

Q. Will there be a local impact on fisheries? 

A.  The Environmental Impact Assessment will consider the potential for impacts further, however, 
the information gathered to date has not indicated significant impacts.  It is understood that in the 
past whelks have been harvested off Bacton and this needs to be explored further.  Improvements 
to beach access for launching fishing vessels at Cable Gap have been identified. 
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